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Magazine Editors: Stephen & Chris 788369
parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk

Magazine & Website 
Advertising :

Morag Wood 788495
advertising@goldhanger.org.uk

NB - All editorial copy to be submitted by midnight on the 15th of the month. All 
advertising (including For Sale and Wanted) to be submitted by midnight on the 
13th of the month please.
Adverts and donations are to be delivered to Morag Wood, Advertising 
Coordinator, at Elms Bakery, Church Street (next door but one to the Cricketers).
Web Advertising: If you would like your advert included on the Goldhanger website, 
please contact Morag. It’s pretty cheap for a year and your ad will go on one of the 
top viewed pages.
To advertise For Sale or Wanted items in the magazine the minimum donation is 
£1 per advert. If you would like to donate more it would always be welcome.
* Please note: We cannot guarantee the delivery date of your magazine. Please 
bear this in mind when advertising functions at the beginning of the month.
This magazine is run entirely by volunteers and relies on donations and advertising to 
fund it. It costs approximately £1 per issue to produce. We print about 340 copies each 
month. Please bear this in mind when submitting your personal interest articles.
Donations can be made at any time by dropping them in to Morag (details above) or you 
can go to the Goldhanger website and click the PayPal button (you don’t have to have a 
PayPal account - you can use a debit or credit card).

Goldhanger is also on the internet at: www.goldhanger.org.uk
The magazine is available in glorious technicolour from the Goldhanger website.

122 Years of Goldhanger Parish Magazine 
There has been a Parish Magazine since 1895 when the Revd. Frederick Gardner 
started it shortly after being appointed Rector at Goldhanger. In 122 years there 
have only been a few breaks in publication, most notably during both World Wars.

Goldhanger Correspondent 
If you have any news articles about the village for inclusion in 
the Maldon & Burnham Standard and the Essex Chronicle. 
Contact: 
Kaye Shrubb 
01621 788639 
07891 677157 
kayeshrubb@btinternet.com

mailto:parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk?subject=
mailto:advertising@goldhanger.org.uk
http://www.goldhanger.org.uk
mailto:kayeshrubb@btinternet.com
mailto:kayeshrubb@btinternet.com


Page �  of �3 44

An extract from the History Archives… 

The ancient wooden posts in the Creek 
There are many pieces of wood 
projecting out of the mud in the Creek 
and some of these appear to be the 
remains of an ancient jetty. An 
archaeology report of 1910 about the 
salt works and redhills around the Creek 
had a map showing a square of “Pile 
Foundations” in the middle of the Creek. 
This month’s cover picture is an early 
1900s postcard view and shows that the 
sand and mud has moved significantly 
over 100 years. However, many of these posts can still be seen today at low 
tide, as seen here... 

Past Goldhanger amateur historian and notable character Crawshay Frost 
was convinced these were the remains of a Roman jetty and an ancient ship. 
He investigated the site in the 1940s and an article appeared in a local 
newspaper in 1947. Frost employed teenagers to build a barrage to drain the 

water and clear the mud from around 
the piles to access it.  

This incredible photograph was found 
recently in a magazine called The 
Sphere also dated 1947. The title was: 

SEARCHING FOR ROMAN REMAINS IN 
THE ESTUARY OF THE BLACKWATER 
The caption read: 

“Boys from Maldon Secondary School at work uncovering timbers in 
Goldhanger Creek. They are helping Mr. Crawshay Frost, a well-known local 
archaeologist, to expose what Mr. Frost believes are the remains of a Roman 
pier”. 
The Ship's keel he recovered was displayed at the front of his house in Fish St 
for many years and the remains of it are still in the village. 

For more about the jetty search for: goldhanger wooden posts 
and for more about Mr Frost search for: crawshay goldhanger 

David Newman  (www.Churchside1.plus.com/Goldhanger-past)
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Goldhanger Church Services 

Wednesday 1st March  Ash Wednesday 
7.30pm Holy Communion with the imposition of ashes 
  At All Saints, little Totham  

Sunday 5th March  First Sunday in Lent 
8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am  Parish Communion (CW) 

Monday 6th March 
7.00pm Evening prayer 

Sunday 12th March  Second Sunday in Lent 
8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
10.00am Family Service  
  Please join us for pancakes after the service. 

Sunday 19th March  Third Sunday in lent 
8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am  Parish Communion by extension (CW) 

Monday 20th March 
7.00pm Evening prayer 
     
Sunday 26th March  Mothering Sunday 
8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am  Family Eucharist (CW) 

Wednesday 29th March  
12.30pm Picnic Service 

Weekday Services 
Holy Communion (BCP) every Tuesday at 10.00am 

* BCP denotes a service from The Book of Common Prayer using traditional 
language
CW denotes a service from Common Worship using contemporary language.

The services at St Peter's church are for everyone.  We are pleased to have children 
at all of the services. There is a family service once a month.  We are also pleased to 
have people of other denominations worshipping.
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Flags for March

ST. PETER'S GOLDHANGER
Rector of Goldhanger 
Little Totham & Great 
Totham

Reverend Jonathan 
Pearce
The Rectory
1 Hall Road
Great Totham
CM9 8NN

01621 893150
revdjpearce@aol.com

Assistant Curate Reverend Sue Godsmark  01621 891513
suegodsmark@aol.com

Church Wardens: Mr George Bunting
Mrs Betty Abrey

788234
01206 384894

Flowers for Church: Mrs Elaine Clark 788686
elaclark@me.com

St. Peter’s Goldhanger website:
www.essexinfo.net/st-peter-s-church-goldhanger

Please get in touch with the churchwardens if you are considering baptism for 
yourself or your children, for weddings, Holy Communion at home or if you would 
just like a visit.

Parish Prayers
If you would like someone, an event or concern included in church prayers please 
write your request in the book in the Lady Chapel.
Votive candles are lit at Sunday Services.

Make sure you collect your copy of The Monthly News Article Diary to find out what 
is happening in the Diocese of Essex. Available free in church each month.

Lent Lunch 
Friday 24th March, Goldhanger Church 

12.30pm - 2.00pm 
Proceeds to Christian Aid

Monday 06th March 

Monday 13th March

Ernest Belcher 
Army Training Battalion 

Commonwealth Day

mailto:revdjpearce@aol.com
mailto:elaclark@me.com
http://www.essexinfo.net/st-peter-s-church-goldhanger
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Community Pages 

Goldhanger Village Hall 
Available for clubs, societies, private functions etc., 
Bookings taken by Andrew Christy telephone 788432 
www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk 
Facebook: Goldhanger Village Hall 
Twitter: @Goldhanger_VH 

Goldhanger Women’s Institute 
1st Wednesday of each month 7.30pm Goldhanger Village Hall. 
New members welcomed. 
http://goldhangerwi.co.uk  

Goldhanger Parish Council 
2nd Tuesday of each month 7.30pm in Goldhanger Village Hall. 
essexinfo.net/goldhanger-parish-council 

Goldhanger  Art  Society  
Meets in the Village Hall every second Thursday of the month 2pm to 
4.30pm. 
£5 non members -  numbers are limited so please ring.  Look forward to 
seeing you. 
For details ring Jane 01621 892565 

Goldhanger Kazen Kai Karate Club 
Weekly on Thursday evenings in the Village Hall. For children and adults. 

Wheelchair available 
A manual wheelchair is available which can be borrowed by anyone in 
the village. 
Please contact Andrew Christy on 01621 788432 for details. 

Wildwatching Group 
Second Thursday. Meet at Goldhanger church at 2.00pm. All welcome.

http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk
http://goldhangerwi.co.uk
http://essexinfo.net/goldhanger-parish-council
http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk
http://goldhangerwi.co.uk
http://essexinfo.net/goldhanger-parish-council
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Community Pages 

Stamps for the Guide Dogs 
Ivy Sharman collects your used stamps. Drop them in at 16 Head street. 
Tel: 788268. 

Donate to the Parish Magazine 
Donations can be made in person (see page 2) or via the Goldhanger 
website. You can pay using a Paypal account or a credit/debit card. 
www.goldhanger.org.uk  

Maldon District Council Monthly Surgeries 
1st Saturday of the month At the Queens Head 
Tolleshunt D’Arcy. from 12 noon to 2pm. 
Meet Tolleshunt D’arcy and Tollesbury Ward Councillors and/or raise 
issues or problems relating to local council matters. 

Bellringing 
Every Wednesday 7pm - 9pm and for services on Sundays. 
Newcomers welcome. Contact Andrew Kelso 788284 
or email arckelso@mac.com. www.bellringing.org/learntoring/  

Mother's Union 
4th Friday of each month at 1.45pm at Honeywood Hall, Hall Road, 
Great Totham. 

Coffee mornings 
Community Room at St. Peter’s Church on Tuesdays between 11am and 
12noon. Everyone is welcome. Pop along, bring your friends, and have a 
chat over coffee. 

Wednesday lunchtime Picnic Service 
For Parents and toddlers.  Last Wednesday of the month in term time. 
St. Peter’s Church. 

http://www.goldhanger.org.uk
http://www.bellringing.org/learntoring/
http://www.goldhanger.org.uk
http://www.bellringing.org/learntoring/
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What’s on in Goldhanger in March? 
Lent Lunch Village Hall - 10th March 12.30-2pm - P.26 
Ceilidh Village Hall - 11th March 7.30pm - P.21 
Bingo Village Hall - 18th March Eyes down 7.30pm - P.23 
Lent Lunch St. Peter’s Church - 24th March 12.30pm - 2.00pm - P.5 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Can you please spare 10 minutes 
of your time once a month to 
deliver 10 Parish Magazines to 
Sorrell Close? You don't have to 
live there but it would be more 
convenient if you did.


Please contact David Bristow on 
788797

CHINESE EVENING 

Many thanks to 
Anthony & 
Elaine for 
hosting this 
event.

They helped to 
raise £302 for 

the upkeep of the churchyard.

David B

GOLDHANGER  OPEN  GARDENS  2017 

This year Open Gardens are on Saturday 24th and Sunday 
25th June 1.00 to 5.00 p.m. 

Further details nearer the the time. 

We would welcome any new gardens, 
large or small. 

If you would like to show your garden - and note that 
this is not a competition - do please get in touch. 

Organiser - Anthony Clark 788686
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GOLDHANGER, LITTLE TOTHAM and TOLLESHUNT MAJOR W.I. 

Our next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 
March 1st and our speaker will be Dudley 
Chignall. The subject of his talk is BEATRIX 
POTTER. There will be a ‘flower of the 
month’ competition so have a look around 
your garden for a single stem flower brave 
enough to show itself above the parapet. 
This is the time of year that we collect in 
the cakes for Farleigh Hospice and we will 
be discussing this at the March meeting. 

Our last meeting was different. Sadly, our 
speaker had a family bereavement during 
the afternoon and had to cancel. She was 
most concerned and let us know 

immediately. Carol and Margaret quickly found some humorous items to 
read out, by Pam Ayres and Sandi Toksvig, and there was more chatting 
time than usual but the evening went well. A representative group of 
chaps from the Village Hall Committee arrived to tell us all about the 
plans for the new entrance  and we were very gentle with them. 
Thanks for all the information Gentlemen. 

The ‘flower of the month was a wonderful spotted hellebore brought 
along by Sheila and second place was taken by Linda’s mauve 
wallflower. Everyone enjoyed the lovely refreshments. Thank you to 
the members who made and served them. Thanks also to the team that 
set up the hall so efficiently. 

Activities for March are the Chelmsford Ballet on 22nd March and the 
Lent Lunch on Friday 10th March, always a popular village event, with 
the proceeds going to Christian Aid. 

For more information take a look at our website on 
www.goldhangerwi.co.uk

http://www.goldhangerwi.co.uk
http://www.goldhangerwi.co.uk
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Monday - Saturday 8:30-5:00 Sunday 10:00-4:00
Kelvedon Road, Inworth, Tiptree CO5 9SX

www.perrywood.co.uk

All the plants, tools & equipment you could ever need for your garden
(and we can keep you fed and watered in our coffee shop)

LOVE
YOUR GARDEN?

Shop online

www.perrywood.co.uk

Beauty At Home by Samantha 

Mobile Beauty Therapist providing treatments in the 
comfort of your own home. 

 Bio-Sculpture Gel Nails ** Minx foil wraps   
Pedicures ** Manicures ** Waxing ** Facials  

Massage ** Eyelash tinting 

14 years’ experience/fully insured 
Gift Vouchers available 

For more details and a price list please call 
07717 873559 
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Paul Clary 
Painter and Decorator 

Interior and Exterior 
Painting and Decorating 
Artexing and Plastering 

Please call for a free estimate. Friendly and professional service. 

All work guaranteed. 

Landline: 01621 892527 
Mobile: 07734 869966

Cuddly coats 
dog grooming 
bathing, trimming, 

nails, pads, 
grooming and 

coat conditioning 

based in 
tolleshunt major 

please ring 
01621 868852 
07802 724510 

cuddlycoatsdoggrooming.co.uk 

no dog too small

http://cuddlycoatsdoggrooming.co.uk
http://cuddlycoatsdoggrooming.co.uk
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Bedding Plant Sale 
 

and  
 

Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 20th May 
  

Village Hall 
 

 from 10.00 am 
 
 
 

Donation from profit to the Children' s Burns Club, 
Broomfield Hospital 

 

Hosted by Goldhanger, Little Totham & Tolleshunt Major WI 
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R PULLEN ELECTRICAL
All installation, repair

and maintenance work

EMERGENCY CALL-OUT
NICEIC Reg.

ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS

THE ELMS, MALDON ROAD, 
GREAT WIGBOROUGH

Tel: 01206 735 367
Mobile No: 07885 662906

Robert King
LCC UEI C&G

Landscapes
Established 1973

 All Garden Work & Maintenance

 Jobs Large and Small

 Patios

 Fencing

 Garden Design

 Tree Surgery

 Driveway Construction

Phone 01621 788411

St Peters Church in the 1940s showing a boiler chimney by the south door
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Eileen Madsen

Sadly my mother, Eileen Madsen, died on 31st 
December 2016.
Eileen lived in Goldhanger with her husband Ron 
for 23 years, and was a regular attendee at 
church and very involved in church activities, 
helping to do the flowers, and other village 
activities. She enjoyed lasting friendships with 
many people in the village.

She would wish to be remembered to all those who 
knew and loved her.

Moira Steel

Sales of the Goldhanger Past book 
Sales of the book have gone really well, we have sold 170 copies and taken 
orders for another 30. As anticipated I was able to place a large order with the 
printers in early December which reduced the printing cost considerably and 
maximised the surplus to pass onto the Church and the Village Hall.  
Orders still seem to be coming in, but it is now timely to report that we have 
been able to send cheques for £450 each to the Treasurer of St. Peter’s PCC 
and to the Treasurer of the Village Hall committee. We the requested that the 
Church uses the funds for a local project such as the proposed sound system 
or heating project and that the Village Hall uses the funds for their planned VH 
improvements project. 
The Maldon Tourist Information Centre has now offered to stock the book at 
their High St office. 
Many thanks to everyone who has helped to make the project a success. 
David Newman
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Joke

Q: What did one toilet 
say to the other? 

A:

Children’s Quiz 
1. Which ship sank off Portsmouth in 1545 but was retrieved from the 
seabed in 1982? 
2. What title was given to the rulers of Ancient Egypt? 
3. Spitfires and Hurricanes helped win which battle in 1940? 
4. What overall term is given to the people who fought each other and 
animals as entertainment in Ancient Rome? 
5. Which member of the Royal Family holds the title Duke of York? 
6. What colour are the benches in the House of Commons? 
7. What material was used to make a famous bridge in Shropshire in 
1779, a town now being named after it? 
8. What was signed by King John at Runnymede in 1215? 
9. Which businessman founded Virgin Records and Virgin Airlines? 
10. Who took elephants across the Alps? 

Answers on page 37 

DID YOU KNOW?

Lemons contain more 
sugar than strawberries

All living things need energy to live, and 
energy comes from food. But, have you 
ever seen plants munching on pizza or 
eating a bowl of cereal? Nope. Plants get 
their energy in a different way. They use 
photosynthesis. Here’s how it works:
Plants take water from the soil through 
their veins, which are called xylem. The 
water goes to the leaves. The leaves 
take carbon dioxide from the air into the 
plant. The carbon dioxide mixes with the 
water. Energy from the sun helps this 
process along and turns the combination 
into a sugar called glucose. The glucose 
is plant food. It gives the plants energy to 
grow.

Children’s Pages
You look a bit flushed.
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Children’s Pages 
(Adults can join in too)

Get your colouring pencils out
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Owers & Son  
Bricklaying  & General Building 

“Elvers”  Fish Street  Goldhanger  
 Maldon   Essex   CM9 8AT 

Telephone: 01621 788272   Mobile: 07745 204587 
E-Mail: mark.owers1@btinternet.com 

Brickwork, General Building, Plastering, Carpentry, Decorating, Fencing 
Tiling, Garden Clearance, Roofing, Fascias & Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY   -   FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

Carpets and 
Vinyls 

Seagrass,Sisal 
& Coir 

From Nic Lawrence 
Your Local Fitter 

Choose at Home 
Re- fits also undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

Very Reliable 25 Years Experience 
01621 869344 
07771 632028



Page �  of �19 44

GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
Report on the Ordinary Meeting held on 14.2.2017  

Work on the village sign, the replacement of the goal posts in the playing field and the new 
bollards in the Village Hall car park will all take place when the weather improves. 
The Speed Indicator Device in Maldon Road is not working and will be repaired shortly. 

Planning   Councillors noted the following decision by Maldon District Council: 

The following new planning applications were considered: 

Play area and playing field 
Councillors discussed the inspection report on the play area and the contents were noted.  The 
sharp edges on the slide will be removed and painting of the equipment will take place when the 
weather improves.  Consideration will be given in the long term to replace some of the present 
equipment. 
A quote has been sought for work to level the undulations in the footpath from Fish Street to the 
sea wall. 

Public rights of way 
Further details were received of the proposed English Coastal Path and the scheme for Maldon to 
Salcott.  It is proposed that the public will not be given access to any areas of saltings outside the 
sea wall. 

… continued 

LDE/MAL/16/01437 
Hofflands Little Totham Road 
Goldhanger

Claim for Lawful Development Certificate for a 
dwelling without any residential occupancy 
restriction and which is immune from future 
enforcement action relating to any residential 
occupancy restriction

Refused

LBC/MAL/17/00040 Clockmakers 2 Head 
Street Goldhanger

The construction of a small single storey extension 
to the rear elevation (North) together with the 
removal of internal partitions to create a family 
kitchen/utility area within the existing 1974 built 
extension. 
This application was supported.

HOUSE/MAL/16/01514 23 Maldon Road 
Goldhanger

Loft conversion 
This application was supported.

FUL/MAL/17/00068 
PP-05732763

Goldhanger Village Hall 
22 Head Street 
Goldhanger

New frontage extension to village hall to enhance 
and upgrade the facilities for community use 
This application was supported. 
The Village Hall Management Committee is 
seeking grants for this work and the Parish Council 
will provide a letter of support for the scheme.

TCA/MAL/17/00141 St Peters Church Church 
Street Goldhanger

T1 Lime – Pollard 
This application was supported

TCA/MAL/17/00107 St Peters Church Church 
Street Goldhanger

T1 Lime- crown reduction and dead wooding, 
removal of branches overhanging roadway.  T2 
Horse Chestnut – remove single small branch 
crowding adjacent to the Irish Yew 
This application was supported
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Highways 
Concern was expressed at the number of traffic accidents which have taken place in the parish 
recently.  A record is being kept of each incident.   
The Parking Partnership meeting which was to have considered the adoption of parking 
restrictions in Fish Street has again been postponed.  

Marigold Wood 
The Council will purchase two dog waste bins which will be placed in the woodland – the exact 
location to be decided.  It was felt that there are sufficient bins in other parts of the village. 

Phone Boxes and Defibrillators 
The consultation period for the adoption of the phone box in the Square is nearly at an end, and 
then the defibrillators will be placed in the boxes. 

The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th March 2017, and 
the agenda will be published on the Council’s website.  Minutes of each meeting can also be 
found on the website.

Goldhanger Neighbourhood Watch 
Suspicious emails 

In January I received two emails ostensibly from someone who has recently left the village. 
They were both different and had a greeting, a short message including a link to a website, and 
one finished with “Thanks so much”. I suspect hackers had got hold of their computer address 
book. My security system on the computer had removed the links and functionality in each of 
the emails and put them in the “Spam” folder. I have no doubt they had malicious links that 
could have been harmful. I have deleted them and emptied the “bin”. 

This sort of thing can happen to any of us but it’s worth keeping in mind a few basic safety tips. 
1 If an email looks suspicious or unusual, don’t reply or use a web link in it. 
2 Keep your operating system (Windows, Android, and Apple) up to date. Make sure your 
system is set to “Automatic Updates”. Firms like Microsoft spend a lot of money to make sure 
their systems combat the latest threats. 
3 Unless you have an Apple product (iPad & iPhone have built in security) keep your Anti 
Virus and Firewall up to date. I use Kasperski Total Security, which is recommended by the 
banks and “Which?” magazine. It can be bought fairly cheaply from shops like W H Smiths and 
is very safe & easy to use. 

If you want more information on current scams and threats, look on the Police “Action Fraud” 
website. However, with some basic precautions you can keep safe using your computer, tablet, 
or smart phone. After all, you wouldn’t sit in a Coffee Shop with your wallet or purse on the 
table. 

Keep up to date by joining the free & confidential Goldhanger Neighbourhood Watch email 
scheme goldhangernw@outlook.com  and goldhangermatters@outlook.com for general village 
issues. 

Goldhanger is relatively safe; let’s keep it that way. 

Malcolm Holmes (788 603)

mailto:goldhangernw@outlook.com
mailto:goldhangermatters@outlook.com
mailto:goldhangernw@outlook.com
mailto:goldhangermatters@outlook.com
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English Ceilidh 

with  

Chodompa Music 

Live music from Goldhanger’s own talented musicians 

no experience necessary - a professional caller  
will be with you every step of the way! 

Saturday 11th March

Please support this fundraiser for our Village Hall Improvement Project

Goldhanger Village Hall Committee 
invites you to an

Doors open 7:30pm 
dancing 8pm until 11:30pm  

a light meal will be served in the break 

Tickets £12:50….going fast 

English Ceilidh (Kaylee) = take the gentler  
English Country or Folk dancing and add excitement! 

Contact: Jill 788738  jillcrooks66@icloud.com 

or Barbara 788327 
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Goldhanger Village Hall’s Premier

Wed 17th May - save the date

Wednesday 
12th April 

7pm

BAFTA Award winning 

The ‘must see’ movie of the season
Enjoy a big screen experience and a few goodies

- pop corn, ice cream and a glass of wine

Lifts will be available from the village, if required - 
contact Debbie 788709 or Catherine 788488

just £5
plus snacks

Next month’s 

Bring your friends and family - plenty of parking behind the hall

Booking contacts: 
Jill   01621 788738  
Deb 01621 788709

jillcrooks66@icloud.com

Goldhanger Village Hall
Head Street  CM9 8AY
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GOLDHANGER VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
Invites you to  

Saturday 18th March 
THE VILLAGE HALL 
Doors Open 7.00 pm 

Eyes Down 
7.30 pm 

A REAL FAMILY EVENING 
Bring the children too 

Bring your own drinks etc. but there will be 

Refreshments served in the Interval
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Wildwatching News 
There is something of a Waxwing, (Pictured), invasion 
this winter, which isn’t unusual, but they seem to be 
present in greater numbers than in some years. There 
have been some seen in Goldhanger, in and around the 
churchyard. They are a bird of the Arctic/Northern 
Europe in summer. I have a vivid memory of a 
birdsong that I didn’t recognise in Finland, just south 
of the Arctic Circle, in June one year. It took me ages 
to find it in the dense forest – but it turned out to be a 
Waxwing. They are more familiar here in winter 
flocks, which vary a lot in number from 3 or 4 to a 

couple of dozen or more. They particularly like feeding on cotoneaster berries. 

An (Almost) daily bikeride on local lanes continues to 
reveal the expected Fieldfare calls, and the occasional 
call of a Buzzard, particularly on milder days. Early one 
morning, Nina and I heard a Little Owl, (Pictured), 
calling – “Kiu!” They aren’t difficult to see around here 
as they are active in daylight, but not normally in the 
middle part of the day. They can be seen as a small 
“Lump” on a post or a dead tree branch, or perhaps 
picked up in car headlights at night, when they are 
flushed from the side of the road. Little Owls were 
introduced into this country from Europe in the 1800s. 
Their success in adapting to our cool, damp climate is surprising – they tend to be a bird 
of dry or semi-desert parts of Europe and North Africa. 

With wildlife watching, there’s always something you can do, even in the most unlikely 
circumstances. Due to a family bereavement, I’ve had to make several trips up to the West 
Midlands lately. This has provided an opportunity to count raptors along the M11, A14 
and M6. Buzzards and Kestrels can turn up anywhere, and there are sometimes several 
Red Kites along the A14, particularly on the milder winter days. My closest fly-past of a 
Buzzard for a long time happened at a huge re-cycling plant, in the shadow of the M6 
motorway, only two or three miles from my late Father’s house. The bird was calling 
loudly – that lovely mewing sound. 

The February Second Thursdays visit to Abberton 
took place on a somewhat bracing winters afternoon. 
There was a drake Smew present, and three females, 
and one drake Goldeneye, all winter visitors and all 
seen from the Layer Breton causeway. Smew, 
(Pictured), along with Goldeneye, are members of 
the Sawbill family of ducks. They dive beneath the 
surface to catch small fish. Serrations on the inside 
of the bill make it easier to hold onto their prey.
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PAUL CULLEY 
 FRESH FRUIT & VEG 

 

ORDERS 
TAKEN  
AND  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

 

HAMPERS & 
GIFT BOXES 

07808 586833 / 01621 868655 

I am now in the Chequers pub car park in Goldhanger 
every Thursday morning (9am – Noon) to offer quality 
fresh fruit and veg.  I offer locally grown veg and free 

range eggs from Tiptree too. 

If you are not at home, at work or unable to visit the 
van, don’t worry, I also offer a free local delivery 

service.  Just give me a call and I will prepare your 
order and deliver to your doorstep. 

 

Scooper Service 

I offer a weekly Scooping Service to clean up the dog waste 
from your garden. 

Saving you the time & inconvenience. 

A friendly & reliable service around 
Goldhanger & surrounding villages. 

More frequent visits can be made at 
your convenience, with a price 
reduction. 
Contact Phil on: 
01621 788482 or 07522460558 

For more information & enquiries: 
scooperservices@outlook.com

mailto:scooperservices@outlook.com
mailto:scooperservices@outlook.com
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Website of the Month

Your editors present a quirky, interesting, 
surprising or who-knows-what web site that 
may be of interest. Hand-curated by your 
intrepid cybernaut navigators Chris and 
Stephen 😃 


"Through My Ears" uses binaural 
audio clips. These clips are recorded 
with special equipment that allow you 
to hear sounds from all directions.

To get the full experience listen 
through stereo headphones in a dark 
quiet room. You will never know what 
is real and what is in the audio!

http://throughmyears.blogspot.co.uk/

To advertise For Sale or Wanted items 
in the magazine, the minimum donation 
is £1 per advert, though if you would 
like to donate more that would be very 
welcome and helps the magazine's 
funds.

The donation should be given to Morag 
Wood, Advertising Co-ordinate when 
dropping in the advert.

Her address is Elms Bakery, Church 
St. (Next door but one to The 
Cricketers)

 

LENT  LUNCH 

 
 

Friday 10th March 
 

Village Hall 
 

12.30pm to 2.00pm 
 

Home-made soups, bread, cheese, 
tea or coffee 

 
All for a suggested donation of £3.50 

 
Proceeds to Christian Aid 

 
Hosted by members of Goldhanger, Little Totham & Tolleshunt Major WI 

http://throughmyears.blogspot.co.uk/
http://throughmyears.blogspot.co.uk/
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The Vicar/Rector writes:
Lent - and the light at the end of the tunnel

In times of suffering, we are very inclined to feel, “Why me?” Alongside the grief, anger, 
despair, or whatever we are feeling is the genuine puzzlement and inability to 
understand, expressed as “Why?” It’s especially a puzzle for those of us who would call 
ourselves Christians - after all, God is all loving and all powerful, as the Christian faith 
and before that the Jewish faith has taught for thousands of years. It’s impossible, on the 
face of it, to reconcile God being all loving and all powerful with the fact that suffering 
comes our way sometimes.

There is also a deep-seated feeling in some of us that when we suffer it’s as a 
punishment for something we have done wrong. I hope I can deal with that one fairly 
quickly, or much better still, let the words of Christ deal with it: at the beginning of Luke’s 
Gospel chapter 13, he clearly says that two different lots of people who had suffered had 
not done so because of their own personal guilt. These were some Galileans who had 
been killed by the Roman Governor, Pilate, and eighteen people who had been killed 
when a tower in Siloam collapsed onto them. Unless there are obvious links between our 
wrongdoing and our suffering, “He who lives by the sword shall die by the sword,” as 
Jesus puts it, then there are no links. (What would make a good modern version of those 
words of Jesus’? “He or she who drives too fast will have a nasty accident sooner or 
later?”)

There are no quick, easy or simple explanations to the problem of suffering. A new 
Hospital Chaplain that I’ve read about comes to mind. She had only been in the job for a 
few weeks when she became ill herself, with cancer. It was naturally a great shock to her, 
but it was some time before the reality came home: She who had trained to minister to 
others now found others ministering to her. Her whole world was turned upside down. As 
she lay in the hospital ward it was the cleaner who came to hold her hand, and reassure 
her. She thought at first that she needed to terminate her employment. Then she realised 
a deeper truth – that her ministry lay, at least for the time being, in being powerless rather 
than powerful. There was no better way of showing the love of God to her fellow patients 
than in being vulnerable herself, and in having to surrender herself completely to the love 
and care of God.

It’s a lesson that I’ve learned time and time again myself over the years, not the least of 
which was when Katie, the first of our two children who we lost at birth, died. At her 
funeral service I read a letter to Katie that I had written, pouring out some of my thoughts 
and feelings. At the time I wanted to be seen as the capable young Curate who was 
coping well with the sudden and devastating tragedy. (Don’t worry – I’ve changed quite a 
lot since then!) As I began to read the letter, it didn’t go according to plan. My voice 
began to wobble as the lump in my throat got bigger and bigger, and it took several deep 
breaths  for me to be able to get through it at all. I was told afterwards that there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the place! It wasn’t through my silly pride that Christ spoke at that service, but 
through my vulnerability as a bereaved Dad.

… continued
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The only thing that can make any sense of our suffering is that Christ suffered as well. 
While still only about 33 years of age, he suffered wrongful arrest, and faced a kangaroo 
court which led to him being flogged and crucified, a most horrible death. He suffered 
the mental anguish of knowing that he 
had to go through with it all as well, especially when he was in the Garden of 
Gethsemane prior to his arrest.

Christians observe all of this in the latter part of Lent, the season leading up to Easter. 
It’s observed not in a morbid or gratuitous way, but in a way that recognises that Christ 
took the suffering of the world, yours and my suffering, onto himself. If it’s possible to 
reduce it down to one word, it’s our need that he took upon himself – and dealt with it. It 
doesn’t end with His death, (and in him, our death), but Easter follows, (Celebrated on 
Sunday 16th April this year), the light at the end of the tunnel. Christians believe that 
suffering and death didn’t have the last word, but that he rose gain having dealt with it all 
– and that we can share in his having dealt with it all as well. The light at the end of the 
tunnel indeed!

Service of Confirmation 
There will be a service of confirmation by Bishop Roger at Goldhanger church, on 
Wednesday 26th April next year, 7.30pm. 
During my time as Vicar/Rector of these three parishes, we have hosted a 
confirmation at Little Totham and Great Totham. It feels good, therefore, to have 
this one booked for Goldhanger. 
Confirmation is traditionally about what it sounds like – the candidates confirming 
as adults or as older children the promises made on their behalf, by parents and 
godparents, when they were baptised as infants. It’s also the traditional route to 
being able to take communion. Today we would want to affirm all of this, while 
putting emphasis on confirmation being an expression of deepening faith and 
commitment. If you have never been baptised, you could be baptised and confirmed 
together in the one service. 
There will be preparation sessions, probably on Saturday mornings, and probably 
beginning some time in February, but this can be flexible due to the needs of 
individuals. As Sue has said in her article, these sessions can also be about exploring 
faith and doubts, without the commitment to be confirmed at the end of it. 
Alternatively, you may be interested in being confirmed, but, for some reason, you 
would find it difficult to come to the preparation sessions. In this case we could look 
at alternative means of preparation, one-on-one, or whatever. 
If you are interested, or know anyone who might be, please contact either Sue or 
myself, a Churchwarden or anyone you know who is a member of one of our 
churches, who will pass on the details.
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FOR SALE AND WANTED / LOST AND FOUND

Lost
Small person - goes by the 
name of Alice.

Contact the Mad Hatter if 
found.
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visit www.countybroadband.co.uk for more details

Superfast speeds up to 32Mb
Available now - one call!
Packages from £9.99 per month
Non-invasive installation
A local company working to improve
your local community

Call 0845 686 5000
today to connect.

We use aerials to deliver broadband to rural
areas, bringing your community to life.

Village
broadband.

32MB_BW_A5.qx8_Layout 1  11/02/2014  11:12  Page 1
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Your friendly local electrician’s, providing a professional service  
at economical prices. 

 
� 24 Hour Call Out 
� Free Estimates 
� Commercial – Domestic - Agricultural 
� Rewires - Additional Circuits - New Builds 
� Maintenance & Repairs 
� Fault Finding 
� Testing and Inspecting (EICR’S) 

 
                             
     info@electric-king.com 
    01621 928315        07751 729450 
      Old Orchard Barn, Lea Lane, Gt. Braxted, Essex 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Call Ben 
Today! 

Adam: 01621 789873|Adam@PuterCare.com|www.PuterCare.com

Our friendly technicians are qualified professionals who can 

help assist you with:

Virus/Malware prevention & removal

Laptop and PC repairs & upgrades

Password removal and recovery

Data backup and recovery

Wired and wireless network setup

Internet setup & broadband upgradesInternet setup & broadband upgrades

Custom built Systems

Adam: 01621 789873|Adam@PuterCare.com|www.PuterCare.com

Our friendly technicians are qualified professionals who can 

help assist you with:

Virus/Malware prevention & removal

Laptop and PC repairs & upgrades

Password removal and recovery

Data backup and recovery

Wired and wireless network setup

Internet setup & broadband upgradesInternet setup & broadband upgrades

Custom built Systems

Onsite & Remote support

Competitive Rates

Technician based in Goldhanger

Business services offered

Still using XP? Still using XP? You may be 

vulnerable to cyber attacks. 

Contact us for help and advice.
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TALBOT PLUMBING & HEATING 
Telephone: 01621 890810

Mobile: 07802 262766

All Aspects Of Plumbing Undertaken

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING • REPAIRS
• BATHROOM SUITES • INSTALLATION

• BESPOKE LEVEL ACCESS WET ROOMS/SHOWER ROOM

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

www.talbotplumbing.com

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Reg 184414 Reg 184414
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Formation of a WEA group in Goldhanger

Over the coming months, I am hoping to form a 
branch of the Workers’ Education Association in 
Goldhanger. 

The WEA is open to all adults irrespective of 
background or qualifications. Its aim is to provide courses in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere where students can learn at their own pace. Some of you 
may already be aware of this organisation and attended one of their courses. 
Many local towns and villages already have branches including Maldon, 
Tiptree and Tollesbury. 

The purpose of the association is to provide educational courses of interest to 
the local community. The variety of course on offer is exceptional and cover 
History, Literature, Art, Architecture, Archaeology, Music and many other 
subjects. Courses tend to be 8- 10 weeks long and run once a week for about 
2 hours.  

At this stage I am just hoping to get a small group together to explore the 
setting up a branch in Goldhanger. The Essex regional organisation is very 
enthusiastic about the possibility of Goldhanger forming a branch and is offer 
a lot of help and support to get a branch underway.

If anyone is interested in helping form a group please contact Steve Clarke 
either by email or phone sclarke720@btinternet.com 01621788246. Below is 
a link to the Essex regional group which shows where the branches are in 
Essex and also lists the courses on offer. 

I would recommend looking at the Colchester Branch as it is the biggest in 
Essex and has courses running all through the week.

http://wea-essex.org.uk/branches/
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Recipe of the month 
Gingernuts 
Makes 15ish (depending how big you make them) 

INGREDIENTS 
60g butter 
175g self-raising flour 
60g brown sugar 
100g black treacle (yum) 
3/4 teaspoon bicarbonate soda 
2 teaspoons ground ginger 

DIRECTIONS 
Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4. 

Rub the butter and flour together until the mixture resembles fine 
crumbs and then stir in the sugar. 
Warm the treacle in a pan and stir in the bicarbonate and ground 
ginger. 
Add the treacle and ginger mixture to the butter and flour mixture and 
knead well to form a soft dough (that’ll make your hands nice and 
sticky). 
Roll into balls about the size of a walnut. 
Place well apart on oiled baking sheets, and flatten slightly (don’t bash 
them completely flat). 
Bake in the oven for about 15 minutes. 
Allow to cool slightly before transferring to a wire tray. 
Enjoy.

If you have a recipe you would like to 

share, please send it in to us.

parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk
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Telephone: Maldon 01621 788203 
* Excellent Home Cooked Menu * 

* Superb Choice of  Quality Real Ales * 
* Bar Billiards and Darts * 

* Tea, Coffee and Homemade cakes * 
served Monday to Friday 11 am to noon 

* Quiz Night every Thursday at 8:30pm - Cash Prizes * 
* Great Hospitality * 

Philip and Dominic look forward to 
welcoming you to the Chequers Inn soon.



Page �  of �37 44

Answers to Children’s 
Quiz on page 15:

The LOTUS 
HOLISTIC THERAPY 

Chigborough Farm 
[off Goldhanger Rd Heybridge CM9 4RE] 

Contact: Martina: 07484 856136 

Relaxing Massage – To De-Stress 
Naturally 
Treatment Massage – For on-going 
Muscular Issues 
Natural Facials – With Neal’s Yard 
Scalp Massage – and Facial Pressure 
Points 
Hypnotherapy and Counselling for Stress 
Relief 
The Natural Therapy Studio - 
 Accredited Massage Courses 
Guided Meditation Class - 
 Rebalance Your-Self Naturally 
Relaxed prices - £15.00 For Introductory 
Massage

1)Mary Rose
2)Pharaoh
3)The Battle of Britain
4)Gladiators
5)Prince Andrew
6)Green
7)Iron (as in Ironbridge)
8)Magna Carta
9)Sir Richard Branson
10)Hannibal
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DO YOU NEED
DOMESTIC
HEATING
OIL?

We are a new family run business based 

in Tollesbury delivering Heating Oil in and 

around Essex.

Our company is dedicated to delivering you 

high quality fuels at competitive prices.

We are here to help you 7 days a week, 

365 days a year, in many cases we can offer 

you delivery within 24 hours if required.

So if you have run out or need a refill then give 

us a call on 01621 868868, for a fast, friendly, 
professional service

Blackwater Fuels Ltd
01621 868868
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GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
List of Councillors and Officers 

Parish Council web site: www.essexinfo.net/goldhanger-parish-council 

Parish clerk:   Miss V Banyard 
 21 D’Arcy Way Tolleshunt D’Arcy CM9 8UD 
 01621 860265 or 07986 611660 

Chair: Councillor Julia Bourn 
 17 Church Street Goldhanger CM9 8AS 
 01621 788298     juliabourn@live.co.uk 

Vice Chair: Councillor Hugh Reynolds 
 21 Fish Street Goldhanger CM9 8AT 
 01621 788307 

Councillors: Michael Sargeant 
 Wencis 15 Head Street Goldhanger CM9 8AY 
 01621 788484     family@sargeant100.freeserve.co.uk  

 Bree Back 
 Thatch End 36 Fish Street Goldhanger CM9 8AT 
 01621 788419     breeback@hotmail.co.uk 
  
 Clive Cheeseman 
 3 Maldon Road Goldhanger CM9 8BG 
 01621 788433     cheeseman3@sky.com 

 Stephen Ellis 
 Charity Farm Cottage Maldon Road Goldhanger 
 01621 788739     Stephen.ellis@talk21.com 

 Christopher Joslin 
 15 Fish Street Goldhanger CM9 8AT 
 01621 788578     chrisandjilljoslin@gmail.com

DIGITAL COPIES OF THE MAGAZINE

Village residents are welcome to receive a digital copy of the current magazine in 
PDF format by emailing the magazine at parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk.

Alternatively it can be downloaded at the end of each month from 
www.goldhanger.org.uk and following the link under ‘Community Stuff’.

mailto:juliabourn@live.co.uk
mailto:family@sargeant100.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:breeback@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cheeseman3@sky.com
mailto:stephen.ellis@talk21.com?subject=
mailto:chrisandjilljoslin@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:juliabourn@live.co.uk
mailto:family@sargeant100.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:breeback@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cheeseman3@sky.com
mailto:stephen.ellis@talk21.com?subject=
mailto:chrisandjilljoslin@gmail.com?subject=
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Tide Times for Southend
For Maldon add 15mins
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Mobile Library dates & times
Thursday dates Location Stop name Arrives Leaves

Mar: 2, 16, 30 Ulting Does Corner 9:40 9:55

Ulting Ulting Lane/Water Co. Houses 10:00 10:15

Heybridge Colne House 10:45 11:15

Heybridge Coopers Avenue 11:20 11:50

Heybridge Basin Bus Stop 12:00 12:15

Heybridge Basin Daisy Meadows car park 12:20 12:50

Goldhanger Village Hall 14:00 14:30

Heybridge Plantation Hall 14:45 15:15

Langford Little Hills 15:30 16:00

Essex Police Contacts

Call 999 (emergency) if:
• A crime is in progress
• Someone suspected of a crime nearby
• There is a danger to life
• Violence is being used or threatened

For any non-emergency contact with 
the police, call 101 which covers the 
whole of England and Wales. If you call 
101 but are reporting an emergency, you 
will be directed to the 999 service. 

Our neighbourhood officer is PCSO Carol 
Gladman and when she is on duty a 
contact number is 0797 084 4179.

The neighbourhood constable for our area 
is police constable Leah Keene..

Black or Blue

Non-recyclable 
for landfill

What goes where?

Crimestoppers
0800 555 111

Contact them anonymously with 
information about crime

Our collection day is Friday;
Landfill and Recycling on alternate weeks.

drink cartons

Black
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BUS TIMETABLE
Monday to Friday

95 Tollesbury to Maldon HO HO HO HO HO SE

TOLLESBURY The Square 0735 0930 1130 1430 1605 1942

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY School 0740 0935 1135 1435 1610 1946

GOLDHANGER Square 0745 0940 1140 1440 1615 1951

HEYBRIDGE Osea Road 0750 0945 1145 1445 1620 1955

HEYBRIDGE Mill Beach Hotel 0752 0947 1147 1447 1622 1957

HEYBRIDGE Square 0755 0950 1150 1450 1625 2000

MALDON Tesco Store 0758 0953 1153 1453 1628 -

MALDON High Street 0801 0956 1156 1456 1631 -

MALDON Blackwater Leisure Centre 0805 1000 1200 1500 1635 -

MALDON Morrisons 0810 1005 1205 1505 1640 -

95 Maldon to Tollesbury HO HO HO HO HO SE

MALDON Morrisons 0825 1040 1250 1520 1645 -

MALDON Blackwater Leisure Centre 0830 1045 1255 1525 1650 1735

MALDON High Street 0835 1050 1300 1530 1655 1742

MALDON Tesco Store 0839 1054 1304 1534 1659 1745

HEYBRIDGE Square 0843 1058 1308 1538 1703 1748

HEYBRIDGE Mill Beach Hotel 0845 1100 1310 1540 1705 1750

HEYBRIDGE Osea Road 0847 1102 1312 1542 1707 1751

GOLDHANGER Square 0853 1108 1318 1548 1713 1757

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY School 0858 1113 1323 1553 1718 1802

TOLLESBURY The Square 0903 1118 1328 1558 1723 1807

HO = Hedingham Omnibus
SE = Stephenson’s

The Blackwater Link - 90
Runs from Morrisons in Maldon to Witham Ebenezer Close (passes Witham Station)

Take the 95 to Bentalls and pick up the 90 there.
For more details contact 01702-541511
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BUS TIMETABLE
Saturday

95 Tollesbury to Maldon Regal Busways

TOLLESBURY The Square 0900 1100 1300 1440

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY School 0905 1105 1305 1445

GOLDHANGER Square 0910 1110 1310 1450

HEYBRIDGE Osea Road 0915 1115 1315 1455

HEYBRIDGE Mill Beach Hotel 0917 1117 1317 1457

HEYBRIDGE Square 0920 1120 1320 1500

MALDON Tesco Store 0923 1123 1323 1503

MALDON High Street 0926 1126 1326 1506

MALDON Blackwater Leisure Centre 0930 1130 1330 1510

95 Maldon to Tollesbury Regal Busways

MALDON Blackwater Leisure Centre 1000 1200 1400 1630

MALDON High Street 1005 1205 1405 1635

MALDON Tesco Store 1010 1210 1410 1640

HEYBRIDGE Square 1015 1215 1415 1645

HEYBRIDGE Mill Beach Hotel 1017 1217 1417 1647

HEYBRIDGE Osea Road 1019 1219 1419 1649

GOLDHANGER Square 1025 1225 1425 1655

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY School 1030 1230 1430 1700

TOLLESBURY The Square 1035 1235 1435 1705

Hedingham Omnibuses:
01206 769778

www.hedingham.co.uk

Stephenson’s Buses:
01702 541511 (0900-1730)

www.stephensonsofessex.com

Regal Busways:
01245 249001

www.regalbusways.co.uk

http://www.hedingham.co.uk
http://www.stephensonsofessex.com
http://www.regalbusways.co.uk
http://www.hedingham.co.uk
http://www.stephensonsofessex.com
http://www.regalbusways.co.uk
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HEALTH
Blackwater Medical Centre 876760
Longfield Medical Centre 876433
Tollesbury Surgery 869204
St Peter's Hospital NHS (Maldon - no A&E) 725323
Broomfield Hospital NHS (Chelmsford, has A&E) 01245 362000
Colchester General Hospital NHS (has A&E) 01206 747474
NHS Advice (non-emergency) 111

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES
Maldon District Council 854477
Job Centre Chelmsford 0845 606 0234
Local Police (non-emergency) 101 (puts you through to Essex Police)

HELP & ADVICE
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau 841195
Social Services 08457 430 430
Victim Support (charity for victims of crime) 08 08 16 89 111
Women's Aid 01245 493114
Alcoholics Anonymous 01904 644026
Childline 0800 1111
The Samaritans 0345 909090
Salvation Army 853942
Gingerbread (Charity for single parents) 01245 352708
Outhouse East (LGBT Charity) 0345 123 23 88 (7pm-10pm weekdays)

ELECTRICITY & WATER
UK Power Networks 0800 783 8838
To report a Power Cut, find out who your electricity supplier is, report electricity problems, 
move your electricity supply or connect a new power supply.

Water 0845 782 0999
TRAVEL

National Rail Enquiries 0845 748 4950
Hedingham Omnibuses Ltd 869214
Regal Busways 01245 249001
First Eastern National Buses 0845 678 2977
Bus Station Chelmsford 01245 263859
Bus Station Colchester 01206 572478
Stansted Airport 0844 335 1803

SPORTS CENTRES
Blackwater Leisure Centre 851898
Witham Leisure Centre 0845 260 1535


